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Operator Overloading

Overloading an Operator

Introducton

Operator overloading is the ability to tell the compiler how to perform a certain
operation when its corresponding operator is used on one or more variables, For
example, the compiler acts differently with regards to the subtraction operator *-*
depending on how the operator is being used. Wwhen it is placed on the left of a nurneric
value such as -48, the compiler considers the number a negative value, When used
between two integral values, such as 80-712, the compiler applies the subtraction
operation, When used between an integer and a double-precision number, such as 555-
9,27, the compiler subtracts the left number from the right number; the operation
produces a double-precision number. When the - symbal is doubled and placed on one
side of a variable, such as --Wariahle or Yariable--, the value of the variable needs to
be decrermented; in other words, the value 1 shall be subtracted from it. All of these
operations work because the subtraction operator - has been reconfigured in various
classes to act appropriately,

Suppose you create a class named TCountry as follows:
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struct TCountry
i
string Name
Double Population:
Extended Area;
string Capital;
Char Gowernment;
}:
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